PUnpy TIPS

How to Care for your New Pup

IDENTIFICATION

e Puppies can be escape artists and might
squeeze out of small spaces and holes.
e Make sure your puppy wears a collar with
up to date information on a tag or label.
e Microchipping is highly recommended

POTTY TRAINING

o All about consistency. Take out right after
nap and about 20 minutes after eat or drink

o A general rule is that a puppy can control its

) bladder one hour for each month of age.
Ex.: 3 months =3 hours, etc.

o After a successful potty, reward with lots of
praise and a maybe treat

ACCESS TO WATER

e Limit water access so they don't feel the
need to go so frequently. It's a muscle
we are building up for them

o Give water at scheduled times of day, then
take out 20 mins after to avoid accidents

GROOMING & VET VISITS

o To avoid future handling issues, you can
mimic vet and grooming procedures.

¢ Frequently touch/inspect ears, paws, mouth,
and tail, then reward with treats & praise to
create a positive experience

SPAYING/NEUTERING

¢ Usually done between 5-6 months of age

e Consult your veterinarian on what's best for
your breed, age and physical condition.

o Decreases risk for infections and cancers

e Curbs inappropriate behaviors such as
marking territory

PET INSURANCE

* Best to get a plan at early age to avoid having
claims denied due to pre-existing conditions

e Make sure it covers accidents/injuries AND
ililnesses such as cancer, hereditary, and
congenital diseases

o Check for coverage for diseases that are
common to your breed and maximum
payouts per incident, annual & lifetime
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CRATES

o Plastic crates provide a sense of a den &
comfort, and help contain any accidents.

* Wire crates give the sense of feeling trapped.

o If you have a wire crate, place a blanket over it
to cover the top, back, and sides

PUPPLY FOOD

e Contains higher fat content & twice the daily
nutritional requirements than adult dog food.

o Dry food is easier to digest, contains more meat
protein, cost-effective, and good for keeping
teeth clean. Add warm water for moisture.

* Wet food is expensive, contains fewer nutrients,
and has no dental benefits.

TEETHING

e Puppy proofing your home highly advisable

e Hard rubber dog toys are ideal, particularly the
kind that have holes for treats and pop in freezer

e Toys keep them busy and are very soothing on
their teeth. Ex: Kong and peanut butter inside
and freeze (buy 2 so you can rotate out)

SOC/IALI2ATION

o Wait fully inoculated before meeting dogs

e The sooner your dog becomes comfortable with
loud noises, other dogs, and people, the smaller
the chance they will exhibit behavioral
problems such as fear, aggression, anxiety &
stress as an adult dog.

e Share their toys and other possessions now to
help prevent them from becoming possessive of
objects and food when they get older

COLLARS & LEASHES

o Best Leashes: Leather or nylon.

o Best Collars: Martigale or nylon

o Start leash training early to stop/prevent pulling

* Retractable leashes might cause rope burns or
can break & and pup will run off.

e Harnesses encourage pulling and can cause
irritations under the arms if not fitted properly

VACCINATIONS

o Stay current on shot schedule & should take
place every 3-4 weeks until 16 weeks of age

e The core vaccines can include Parvo, Rabies,
Leptospirosis, Influenza, Lyme, and Distemper
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